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Note: IDRS interviews people who frequently inject drugs and EDRS interviews people that regularly use psychostimulants or ‘party drugs’in Hobart [1,2]. These interviews tell us only
about trends in people that are heavily engaged in substance use, not changes in the general population.
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Crystal methamphetamine use among people who frequently consume drugs
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The overall proportion of IDRS and EDRS
samples reporting methamphetamine use has
changed little in the past 5 years. However,
among people who frequently inject, the use of
the high potency crystal form has been
increasing. In particular, the median days used
has increased substantially to approximately
once every three days among this group.

80

60

40

% of sample using /
days used in past 180

20

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
mmm |IDRS Frequency mmmm EDRS Frequency <=#=—Use IDRS <=#&—Use EDRS

Proportion of needle/syringe program transactions Methamphetamine transactions regionally 2018/19
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® © 0 0 o ]
were in a drug
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Methamphetamine use was the main reason for 8% of There appears to be increasing mental health
ﬂg drug treatment episodes in Tasmania in 2008/09 and concerns in frequent substance consumers, with

increased to 23% in 2017/18 [5]. around six in ten reporting mental health problems in
2019 but only half of these receiving any treatment.

Sources:

Tasmania lllicit Drug Reporting System (IDRS): https://www.tasdrugtrends.org.au/idrs

Tasmania Ecstasy and Other Drugs Reporting System: https://www.tasdrugtrends.org.au/edrs
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Alcohol and other Drug Treatment Services: https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/alcohol-other-drug-treatment-services/aodts-2017-18-key-findings

Funded by the Australian Government Department of Health under the Drug and Alcohol Program ©NDARC, UNSW SYDNEY 2020. This work is copyright. You may download, display, print and reproduce this material in unaltered form only
(retaining this notice) for your personal, non-commercial use or use within your organisation. All other rights are reserved. Requests and enquiries concerning reproduction and rights should be addressed to the information manager, National Drug
and Alcohol Research Centre, UNSW Sydney, NSW 2052, Australia. @

% UNSW | NDAR

agrwdPE

Suggested Citation:
290 Sharman, C., & Bruno, R (2020). Methamphetamine use In
14

5 THE UNIVERSITY Tasmania: Key indicators 2019. Drug Trends Bulletin Series. Sydney:
Burnet 'nft’tl',!f OF QUEENSLAND UTAS National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre, UNSW Sydney.

Medical Research. Practi


https://www.tasdrugtrends.org.au/idrs
https://www.tasdrugtrends.org.au/edrs
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/2016-ndshs-detailed/contents/table-of-contents
https://www.acic.gov.au/publications/reports/national-wastewater-drug-monitoring-program-reports

