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Online interventions for people presenting to the Emergency Department

BACKGROUND

People who live with chronic pain are more likely to engage in suicide-related behaviours, compared with
the general population (Campbell, Bruno et al. 2016). Emergency departments (ED’s) are important sites for
treating people with suicidal behaviours (SB), but it is not known what proportion of people who attend ED
with self-harm or suicidal behaviours are suffering from chronic pain (Perera, Wand et al. 2018).
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METHODS

Pilot feasibility study conducted at POWH ED over a 6-month period during the COVID-19 pandemic. All
individuals presenting to ED with SB will be assessed for symptoms of depression, anxiety and chronic pain via
a screening tool that is completed by clinicians in ED.
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